
POETRY NEWS 

EVENTS 

The next meeting of Mosaic will be on Wednesday 14th  

January, and Judith Wolton will be leading. 

The next critiquing session, where you can try out new      

poems will be on Wednesday 11 February.  All meetings are 

at the Minories, Colchester. Doors open at  the revised time 

of 7pm for a 7:30pm start, and will end by 10pm. 

 

Stanza Bonanza 2015 

Last year a group of Mosaic Poets ventured to the Poetry 

Café in London (home of the Poetry Society) to pitch them-

selves in verse against the Clapham Stanza.   

It was a great evening, with a fantastic audience. 

Mosaic will be taking part again this year on 26 August.  We 

can field around 6-8 poets and we will be pitched against 

another Stanza, to be confirmed.   

If you would like to read please let Sheena Clover know and 

names will be drawn from a hat in due course. 
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A Stanza of the Poetry Society 

“For last year's words belong to last year's language.  And next year's words 

await another voice.”  T.S Eliot 



“In your voice the salty gales of Maine;  
Lowell sailing on Buzzard’s Bay.” 

On Wednesday  10th  December the last meeting of the 

year was a special event to thank Pat Bloom for her   

energy and vision over the last four years in leading 

Mosaic as our Stanza Representative.  

During this time the group has grown and become an 

established part of the Colchester Arts' scene and has 

held a variety of events which have given members the 

opportunity to develop their skills and share their work.  

Pat has decided to retire from the role of Stanza Rep 

and the evening was a wonderful celebration of her 

achievements.  

Rosie Sandler collected comments and observations in-

to a poem (reproduced here on page 3). Pat was also 

given a handmade mosaic decorated birdbath and         

flowers as thank you gifts. 

ARE YOU BEING PUBLISHED? 

MOSAICIANS SHOW THEIR GRATITUDE 

If so,  then please let us 
know and we will make a 
mention in a future      
edition of our newsletter.   

Let’s celebrate our        
successes together and 
not keep them quiet. 

For example, this month 
Simon Banks has three 

poems published in the 
current issue of Carillon:  
His poems are- 

“Poet”  

“The Tower”, and  

“The Wall”. 
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Dates for your diary 

Mosaic Writing Workshops 

January 14th - Judith Wolton 

March 11th—Dylan Thomas evening 
led by Ian Griffiths of the Suffolk    
Poetry Society 

May 13th—TBC 

July 8th—Simon Banks 

September 9th – TBC 

November 11th—TBC 

Critiquing sessions 

February 11th 

April 8th 

June 10th 

August 12th 

October 14th 

December 9th  

Ideas for workshops should be sub-

mitted to Rosie Sandler 

(rosiesandler@talktalk.net) who has 

kindly taken on the organisation of 

these.  Thanks Rosie! 

Floribunda 

(An amalgam of verses con-
tributed by various Mosaic 
members and edited by Rosie 
Sandler). 

 

Pat Bloom, woman of vision,  

designer of stained glass,  

breaker of rules, 

you throw yourself into life,  

love and friendship.  
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A proud Pat Bloom with her 

‘Mosaic’ plate and flowers. 
 

 

Floribunda (continued…) 

 

You gave us butterflies in clouds, 

a silenced wolf's howl . . . 

In your voice, the salty gales of  Maine;   

Lowell sailing on Buzzard's Bay. 

 

There’s a past, too, 

sharp with adventures: 

paw-marks of black bears  

around a tent in Alaska, 

beside salmon leaps… 

And the hot music of Oxford dances. 

 

Pat, whose voice draws us on,  

a golden thread; 

Pat, a beautiful Japanese vase,  

where colour sings; 

 

Pat, Mosaic’s well-spring,  

the force that created  

this tessellation of poets: 

 

what strength, what persistence; 

source of dynamic harmonies.  

 

You tend your poets  

like a gardener tends flowers: 

check them for signs of literary blight, 

coax out the budding metaphors to unfold, 

achieve full Bloom in inspiration’s light. 

Floribunda 

(An amalgam of verses con-
tributed by various Mosaic 
members and edited by Rosie 
Sandler). 

 

Pat Bloom, woman of vision,  

designer of stained glass,  

breaker of rules, 

you throw yourself into life,  

love and friendship.  

 

 

 

Pat Bloom, our shepherdess 

who can herd a pride of lions 

with a whispered word, 

 

 



 

Our website, where  

information about us and 

what we are up to, is at:  

MosaicPoetry.Wordpress.com 

 

Find us on Facebook 

using:-  

‘Mosaic Poetry’ 

 

Follow us on 

Twitter: 

@MosaicPoetry 

COMPETITIONS 

The Corinium Museum in Cirencester is organising a poetry 
competition to be judged by Hilda Shehan, and we have been 
encouraged to have a go.  The competition website can be 
found at-  

http://coriniummuseum.org/2014/11/06/corinium-poetry-
competition/ 

The Corinium Museum is a museum of the Roman town of   
Corinium, but it also has a large prehistory, Saxon, and medie-
val collection.  

Poems should be no more than 40 lines on either a Corinium 
Museum object or a museum theme, such as ancient history. A 
visit to the museum is not necessary but if anyone does want 
to visit, you can contact the competition organiser who would 
be happy to arrange something, including a rate for groups.   
His e-mail address is:  jamesedwardharris@gmail.com or you 
can contact him on Twitter: @Jvesuvius 

The museum would like to exhibit a collection of winning      
poems on its  walls.   It’s a great  opportunity for to have your 
work appreciated somewhere a bit different—so get writing!    

 

New! Mosaic Poetry News Competition  

The Mosaic Poetry News Competition is a new monthly       
competition for Mosaic members on topical themes.   

This month poems will be judged by Sheena Clover and the 
winner published in next month’s edition and on our new  
website. 

Poems of no more than 30 lines are invited on the theme of  
‘Movement.’ 

Please send entries by e-mail to David Canning no later than 28 
February 2015  

Contacts: 
 

Stanza Chairperson: 

Sheena Clover 

E-mail: 
sheenaclover@hotmail.com 

 

Poetry News Editor:  

David Canning 

E-mail: 
dave.canning@ntlworld.com 

YOUR LOGO HERE M 

Web and Social Media 

“… and to make an end is to make a beginning.” 
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